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For two or three days during my first experience I was glad enough
to receive tit-bits, but I immediately realized the utter futility of
interesting myself in this illegal gratification. I could do nothing,
I could send no message profitably, and I simply vexed my soul
uselessly. I felt that it was impossible for me to guide the move-
ment from the jail. I therefore simply waited till I could meet
those who were outside and talk to them freely, and then too
I want you to believe me when I tell you that I took only an
academic interest because I felt it was not my province to judge
anything, and I saw how unerringly right I was. I well remember
how the thoughts I had up to the time of my discharge from the
jail on every occasion were modified immediately after discharge
and after getting first-hand information myself. Somehow or other
the jail atmosphere does not allow you to have all the bearings
in your mind. I would therefore like you to dismiss the outer world
from your view altogether and ignore its existence. I know this
is a most difficult task, but if you take up some serious study and
some serious manual work you can do it. Above all, whatever you
do, don't you be disgusted with the spinning-wheel. You and I
might have reason to get disgusted with ourselves for having done
many things and having believed many things, but we shall never
have the slightest cause for regret that we have pinned our faith
to the spinning-wheel or that we have spun so much good yarn
per day in the name of the motherland. You have Song Celes-
tial with you. I cannot give you the inimitable translation of Ed-
win Arnold, but this is the rendering of the Sanskrit text. "There is
no waste of energy, there is no destruction in this. Even a little
of this dharma saves one from many a pitfall.5' "This dharma" in
the original refers to Karma Yoga, and the Karma Yoga of our
age is the spinning-wheel. I want a cheering letter from you
after the freezing dose you have sent me through Pyarelal
Tours sincerely,
M. K, GANDHI
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